Comments from those who have participated in A New Language study groups:

'This was something I totally appreciated... whether you're a man or woman, whether you're married or single, this is a rich experience."

"We all thought this was a wonderful way to learn about the Pope's theology of the body..."

"It's really an extraordinary vision - very powerful, joyful, positive, dynamic. It's really wonderful..."

"It will be the intellectual underpinnings for building the culture of life.”

"This is good news to share.”

"Once you are there, it will take on a life of its own... It's something that is so needed... It is something we are being called to... what John Paul II has elevated marriage to is beautiful."

A Four-Part Series

A New Language is designed to be a four-season group study program, each season consisting of six weekly sessions:

Season One:

Original Unity of Man 

and Woman

Season Two:

Blessed Are the Pure of Heart

Season Three:

Life in the Spirit: Marriage and Celibacy

Season Four:

Marriage and the Language 

of the Body
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A New Language

Study Series on the Theology of the Body

of Pope John Paul II

A New Vision to Understand Marriage and Human Sexuality

A New Language…

Does it really matter how we understand the meaning of human sexuality and marriage?  For Christians, there is an inestimable fullness to the beauty of married love and family.  For centuries, marriage and family life have formed the core of human civilization.  But in much of our contemporary culture, Christian teachings on marriage, love, and sexuality are ignored, ridiculed or rejected.

At this time when there has never been more confusion over the roles of men and women, there has been one extraordinary philosopher, theologian, and pastor who has sought to develop a new language and vision to communicate better the meaning of marriage, love, and sexuality.  That teacher was Pope John Paul II and the catechism he developed is called the “theology of the body.”

In an effort to make the Holy Father’s teaching on the “theology of the body” more accessible and understandable to our contemporary culture, Imago Dei, Inc., and Mary Shivanandan, S.T.D., professor at the

John Paul II Institute for Studies in Marriage and the Family in Washington, DC, have collaborated on a four-season group study program entitled, A New Language.

Over the course of six weekly meetings, participants in each season study the Holy Father’s teaching, prayerfully explore the lived experience of self-giving love, and consider relevant Scripture passages.  In addition to learning more about the meaning of the theology of the body, partici- pants in the study groups develop a better knowledge and appreciation of their identity as men and women and a stronger commitment to integrate their faith into everyday life.

…and a New Vision
The capacity to exhibit self-giving love is the hallmark of Christian moral life.  Pope John Paul II’s “theology of the body” offers a much-needed insight into the depth of human experiences and the centrality of marriage in the development of a culture of life and a civilization of love.

The core text for all four seasons is Crossing the Threshold of Love: Contemporary Marriage in Light of John Paul II’s Anthropology by Dr. Shivanandan (Catholic University Press, 1999).  Study guides for each season, registration materials, and a training video for group leaders are available from:

Imago Dei, Inc.

1413 K Street, NW, Suite 1000

Washington, DC 20005

202-962-0040

TOBStudy@imagodei-tob.org
www.imagodei-tob.org
John Paul II’s theology of the body offers a much-needed insight into the centrality of marriage in the development of a culture of life and a civilization of love.














