A Brief History of Imago Dei, Inc.
Since the beginning of the new millennium a study group program for Pope John Paul II’s Theology of the Body, called A New Language,  has been growing rapidly in the United States, Canada, and overseas.  

 The Catholic women in Washington, D.C., who have been promoting A New Language have been working under the umbrella of Women Affirming Life, Inc.  With their generous support,  the Theology of the Body project has expanded, with groups now operating or in formation nationally and in Europe, Africa, and Asia.  However, in 2007 the Board of Women Affirming Life, Inc., located in Boston, after much reflection, decided to dissolve the corporation and transfer its assets to the Archdiocese of Boston. 

To provide a new entity to continue the study group program, the executive committee in Washington formed a new non-profit corporation called Imago Dei, Inc.  The mission of Imago Dei is to evangelize on the Catholic meaning of marriage and sexuality, which celebrates the unity in complementarity of masculinity and femininity, as given in the Scriptures and developed in the Catholic Tradition, particularly through the writing of Pope John Paul II.  The essence of the Trinitarian life is self-giving love and this life is imaged in the mutual gifts of the spousal union in marriage and in the gift of consecrated celibacy.  
The specific means of carrying out our mission is through the study guide A New Language, which accompanies the book Crossing the Threshold of Love by Dr. Mary Shivanandan, a professor at the John Paul II Institute on Marriage and Family at the Catholic University of America.  In the study group participants learn the concepts upon which Catholic teaching is based and how to apply them to their own experience.  We have found that in this setting they receive not only knowledge but spiritual formation and leadership skills.  Participants often finish the program with more confidence in their ability to talk about their faith and share it with others.

This project has grown surprisingly and now numbers groups in about twenty-five states, Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, Singapore, Australia, the United Kingdom, and most recently, Italy. A course is being taught at the university level in Kenya and groups are expected to be organized there.  We recognize that this growth is spurred by the need for orthodox teaching and the spiritual nourishment people find in Pope John Paul’s teaching. 

Since 2003, Women Affirming Life and now Imago Dei have maintained a small office in Washington, D.C., that coordinates communication among groups, guides the training of facilitators, prepares translations into Spanish, Italian, and other languages, and monitors the use of the study guide so as to be faithful to the Magisterium of the Church.  We have recently developed a web site, www.imagodei-tob.org.  We have applied for tax-exempt status and for listing in the Official Catholic Directory.

Imago Dei wishes to express our gratitude to Women Affirming Life for starting A New Language and supporting it to its present success.  We are excited to continue this essential work of evangelization at a time when the cultural hostility to the Catholic position on sexuality, marriage, and family is intense. We will look for helping hands as we go forward so that this teaching on the Theology of the Body will be better known.

