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Imago Dei, Inc.

1413 K Street, N.W., Suite 1000

Washington, DC 20005

May, 2008
Dear Friends of Imago Dei,
We have been busy since we last wrote to you before Christmas.  First, let me thank you for your very generous response and donations.  The news items below will give you an idea of the activities you are supporting, particularly expanded outreach to teens and Spanish-speaking Catholics.  We have conducted Facilitator Formation Days in Washington, D.C., Kansas City, Missouri, and Tampa, Florida.  Groups have sprung up in New Mexico and Alberta, Canada, and more requests have come in to form facilitators from Pennsylvania to California.
Although we have accomplished a great deal with the very generous donations of individuals, we also need to be able to apply for funding from Catholic foundations.  Obtaining tax exempt status fulfilled an important requirement, but we still need to be listed in The Official Catholic Directory.  We have applied for that and ask your prayers that approval will come soon.  

In the meantime, we beg your continued support so that Catholics around the world can be introduced to the riches of the theology of the body.  Teens and young people are especially in need of this understanding of their dignity as men and women and the beauty of God’s gift to them.  Nearly everything else in our culture tells them that their sexuality is meaningless and that stable, loving families are passé, maybe even impossible.  Whatever you can give to support Imago Dei’s work helps us stand up for the truth.
We cannot thank you enough for your generosity.  We are at a precarious time as we scramble to respond to the need, but we are not yet able to tap the substantial resources of foundations.  So the individual donations from our loyal friends are urgently needed. God bless you in all your ways.  Please let us hear from you and tell us how we can help you spread the theology of the body among your families, friends, and parishes.

Under our Lady’s mantle,

Donna F. Bethell

Chairman of the Board of Directors
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May, 2008


Youth Version


Why can’t A New Language and the theology of the body be brought to teens?  A familiar question to Imago Dei!  Now we have an answer: Our new teen-friendly study guide includes age-appropriate questions paired with simplified passages from Dr. Shivanandan’s book, Crossing the Threshold of Love. Let’s sign up our teenagers! 








World Youth Day Sydney


Pope Benedict XVI is going to World Youth Day and so is A New Language!  In collaboration with the Sisters of Life and their Love and Life site, facilitator Kimberly Rode will offer information on A New Language as part of the theology of the body presentations.  Kimberly is attending WYD with the delegation from the Archdiocese of Kansas City, KS, where she is the Young Adult and Youth Ministries Consultant.  








Spanish Translation  Nicaraguan pro-life leader Elida Z. Solórzano has translated A New Language study guide into Spanish.  Already a popular commentator on the theology of the body for Radio María, a national Catholic radio station  in Nicaragua, Elida brought considerable knowledge and experience to her task.  Having participated in Imago Dei’s 2007 summer retreat, she plans to lead our first Spanish language pilot group in Managua, Nicaragua.  Other pilot groups will follow in the United States.








Prayer Card


With this newsletter we are sending you our new prayer card, which we hope will remind you to pray for our efforts.  The prayer card is also available in Spanish.  We chose an image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas, because she stands in particular for the sacred gift of life.  She transformed Juan Diego’s mantle and offers us her own for our protection.








Tax Exemption Approved





Imago Dei, Inc., has been approved by the IRS as a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  This was a very big step, assuring that your contributions will remain tax-deductible, so feel free to be generous!  We thank God that all went smoothly with our application.





Website � HYPERLINK "http://www.imagodei-tob.org" ��www.imagodei-tob.org�





We are expanding our website and invite you to visit and enjoy the resources available there.  If you are interested in learning how to form a group, please contact us.  Also please let us know what you would like to see on our website that would help you understand and spread the theology of the body.
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