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Dear Friends of Imago Dei,
First, let me thank you for your very generous response to our May newsletter.  It is very heartening to see donations coming in from all over the country where participants in our study groups are willing to help others experience A New Language.  
This newsletter will bring more good news, including the Yes! answer to the prayers we asked of you last time.  Volunteers continue to accomplish wonders so that more people, and very soon young people, can be freed from mistaken and destructive ideas about the meaning and value of sexuality and marriage.  When we consider the many woes that are besetting our society and even our Church, we can appreciate still more the gift that God has given us in the Theology of the Body.  It is truly a full explanation of God’s plan for us, whether in the mutual self-gift of marriage, single fidelity, or consecrated celibacy.   The joy of living as a gift and receiving all of  God’s blessings as gift is the key to the life of grace.
As I write, the news from the financial markets is not good.  In these circumstances, we are all concerned about our economic security, both short-term and long-term.  Some of us might already be looking for ways to tighten up our budgets.  And here is yet another request to be generous again, to help others share what we have already received.  I can assure you that your gift will be stretched as much as possible by the many volunteers who carry on the work of Imago Dei.  We have only a single part-time employee and we rent a tiny office, the minimum necessary to “incarnate” us.  We can repay your sacrifice only by working all the harder.
I promised you more good news and you only have to turn the page to find it.  Our prayers are being answered; our projects are proceeding to fruition; we have launched new initiatives; and your support is being rewarded every day.

We cannot thank you enough for your generosity so we must rely on our Lord and His Mother to care for you and keep you in peace and health.
Under our Lady’s mantle,

Donna F. Bethell

Chairman of the Board of Directors
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Youth Version


The Youth Ministries Office of the Arch-diocese of Kansas City has completed the discussion questions for the youth version of A New Language.  It is designed for senior high school and college students so we are aiming our outreach efforts to diocesan youth offices, parishes, and campus ministries.  With only 12 sessions and simplified readings, it should be very adaptable to busy schedules.








World Youth Day Sydney


Pope Benedict XVI got more TV coverage, but A New Language was there, too!  In collaboration with the Sisters of Life Love and Life site in Sydney, faci-litator Kimberly Rode presented A New Language to about 30 young people and distributed our new prayer cards at the Love and Life street Festival for Life.  We thank the Sisters of Life, Kimberly, and the Archdiocese of Kansas City, KS, for their generous support.








Un Nuevo Lenguaje  Nicaraguan pro-life leader Elida Z. Solórzano has our first Spanish language pilot group running in Managua, Nicaragua.  She reports enthusiastic participation and, as we had hoped, ideas for improving the Spanish text.  We have also received a request for a Spanish group in California and Elida will help with that via email to the organizer.  Our prayer card with Our Lady of Guadalupe is available in Spanish and we will add a Spanish section to our website.





Facilitator Formation Days


Currently we have requests for FFDs from California, Oregon, and Washing-ton State.  We also have a request to begin training for Spanish speakers in the Oakland, CA, area.   





We Are In!!


Thanks to your prayers and to Wash-ington Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl for approving Imago Dei’s inclusion in The Official Catholic Directory.  We can now apply for grants from Catholic foundations; the first such application has been submitted and others are in preparation. We ask your prayers for its success and for Archbishop Wuerl.





Canada Is Hot!


Lucy Nay reports that two groups are beginning their second season in the Edmonton, Alberta, area.  Also, Bishop Frederick Henry of Calgary approved A New Language for use in his diocese and Lucy and several collaborators, including her son, Alex, and Stephen and Cecilia Dabbagh, are working to establish groups there.





Successful Fundraiser


On June 24 Joan Desmond hosted a fund-raising reception at her home in Bethesda, MD.  Some 20 couples at-tended and raised $1,700.  Another event is planned in McLean, VA, in the Fall.
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